
         Line and pattern
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Which type of line describes your current state of 
mind? You can be somewhere in the middle, too
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What is a line?

● A line is a path created when a point moves in space
● A line is an element, or basic ingredient, of art.

Draw as many different types of lines as you can on this slide!
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Implied Line refers 
to lines that are 
perceived but not 
actually drawn



Diagonal lines 
can create 
movement and 
space 



Horizontal lines 
convey stability 
and calm



Vertical lines are 
more active and 
imply energy



Dynamic lines imply energy 
and movement



Contour lines 
describe the inside 
and outside edges of 
an object



What is pattern?

● A pattern is a regular arrangement of repeated elements.
● A pattern is a Principle of Design in art. The Principles of Design are 

how the artist chooses to organize the Elements of Art.  



What do you think the artist was trying to say or show by 
repeating the houses and the women?  
John Biggers, Shotguns, 1987
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Using lines to create pattern
● A zentangle is a type of drawing that uses repeated 

lines and shapes to create patterns.  The repetition of 
the lines to create patterns should feel meditative.  

● Learn more about Zen Buddhism and Zen Gardens 
here

● Try your own virtual zen garden using this link 

https://zentangle.com/pages/get-started
https://youtu.be/WfZe2NLKEns
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/39009


Zentangle examples


